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upon which to formulate its judgment; it is most improbable that history will 
ever have more data than those which the author has here assembled. 

William Churchill. 

China, the Country and Its People. By G. Waldo Browne. With an In- 
troduction by the Hon. John D. Long, xiii and 477 pp. Dana Estes & 
Co., Boston. $2.50. 10 x 7y 2 . 
At some time some benefactor of the race will insist that popular works on 
geographical themes shall be written with scrupulous accuracy. Really the ob- 
ligation is infinitely greater in the case of popular works where the readers are 
left quite defenceless against the author, for professional geographers can correct 
for themselves the errors which creep into professional treatises, while the un- 
trained reader is led far astray. China has become of foremost interest in the 
present overthrow of the last Tatar dynasty. The reader is entitled to have a 
story without distortion such as appears too frequently in this volume. Inter- 
esting as the observance is to students of social customs, we can imagine that 
the couvade is a matter of scant significance to the general reader, but if the 
author felt that his theme required five lines and a couplet on the subject, as 
on page 131, he might have seen to it that it was not described as convade. 
There is an unusual mechanical feature in this book: it is only upon the right 
hand pages that there is a running head line and page number, the left hand 
pages being left bald. In one particular the work has peculiar value. Many of 
the abundant illustrations are reproduced from photographs. But at least 
half of the pictures are reproductions in line of a famous series of colored litho- 
graphs which were published in Paris some time before 1860. The original 
prints are now a great treasure to collectors, their reproduction here makes 
them in this wise accessible to many who might not be able to see the originals. 

William Churchill. 

Le Tibet Bevolte vers Nepemak'o, la Terre Promise des Tlbetains. Par Jacques 
Bacot. 364pp. Maps, ills. Hachette et Cie, Paris, 1912. Fr. 15. 93^x6. 
The author, having been in Tibet in 1907 and written thereupon a note- 
worthy volume, returns to Tibet in 1909 and asks himself what there can be, 
what there really is, about a land so inaccessible and so inhospitable which 
brings back the traveler who has once experienced its pains. A land, he calls it, 
of shepherds and of monks, forbidden land to strangers, cut off from the world 
and such a near neighbor of heaven that the natural occupation of its people is 
prayer. This narrative gives us to see somewhat of the reason. Bacot does not 
pretend that this is a pleasant land, he minimizes none of the inconveniences and 
the dangers of the travel, he makes no excuse for the dirtiest land on earth; but 
his story is filled with the delight in which he pushed among the mountains and 
forced his way against opposition. His route lay eastward of the line of British 
approach to Tibet; a country was traversed which had not even been touched 
by the devoted and anonymous agents of the Indian Trigonometrical Survey. 
Upon his outward march from Yun-nan-sen he opened new territory in the east 
of unknown Tibet and penetrated as far north as Tchangou, where he touched 
the region explored by Mr. Rockhill. From that point he turned south in un- 
known valleys as far as Conkaling, thence westward to connect his survey with 
his own former observations in 1907 in the valley of the upper Salwen, thence 
returning south along the rivers with which his former exploration had made 
him familiar. He is a shrewd observer and his description of this remote Tibet 
loses nothing of interest in his vivacious style of narrative. 

William Churchill. 

The Progress of Japan, 1853-1871. By J. H. Gubbins. 323 pp. Map. Clar- 
endon Press, Oxford, 1911. 9x6. 
The author considers the transformation of Japan from a nation living in 
seclusion to a great and modern civilized power, to have occurred between the 
arrival of Commodore Perry in Japan in 1853, and the signing of the Portsmouth 
Convention in 1905. He divides this time into two periods, the first comprising 
the rise and fall of the Shogunate, the administrative rulers as distinguished 
from the sovereigns of Japan, which ended with the abolition of feudalism in 
1871. It is with this preliminary stage that Mr. Gubbins especially deals. He 
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covers briefly the history of Japan from Jimmu Tenno, the semi-mythical per- 
sonage who reigned some 600 years before our Christian era, to the coming of 
foreign treaty-makers. From that time the history is continued in more detail. 
The appendices include numerous political documents, many of which are other- 
wise accessible only in the Japanese text. The book is written in a concise and 
interesting style. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

The Empire of India. By Sir Bampfylde Fuller, x and 394 pp. Maps, ills., 
index. Little, Brown & Co., Boston, 1913. 9x6. 
This work falls quite successfully into the scheme of the series of which it 
forms an important part, the series of handbooks of the units of the British 
Empire. Designed for secondary education and to serve as works of library refer- 
ence for those who do not need to go exhaustively into the particular subjects, 
these volumes serve a valuable end. It is essential to such a scheme that con- 
troversial points be avoided and that industrial information be supplied. Thus 
we lose the romance with which the history of India is filled, the jeweled magnifi- 
cence of the Great Mogul is absent, Hyder Ali and Warren Hastings and Tippoo 
Saib are alike lacking, Honorable John Company appears only as a collection 
of merchants buying and selling. Perhaps the history of the Indian empire is 
better studied without the chapters which made it interesting; perhaps it better 
profits the reader to memorize the mileage of canalization and its anticipated 
effect upon the death rate through famine, to collate the statistics of import and 
export trade, to learn the extent of imperial tax collection. All such material 
of blue books is here condensed and made available for reference. Therein lies 
the value of the work, a manual, a handbook to be kept on the shelves for the 
settlement of disputed questions; and this value subsists in the fact that the 
author has served out a distinguished career in the civil administration of India 
in positions of great executive functions. William Churchill. 

Monumental Java. By J. F. Scheltema. xviii and 302 pp. Ills., index. 
The Macmillan Co., New York, 1912. $4.50. 
This volume, long expected, richly accords with the hopes of those who knew 
the author's great fitness for just such a work as this. The volume is rich in 
archaeological detail yet it is not an archaeological treatise. It is filled with temple 
architecture, yet we scarcely recall a table of dimensions of this or that shrine 
which lifts the thought to the heaven always warm and near in Java. It takes 
up the sad burden where Douws Dekker's "Max Havelaar" ceases exhausted 
and arraigns the colonial administration of Netherlands' India, yet its arraign- 
ment is never polemic. All this we knew we might expect from Scheltema's 
active years in Negri Java, mere incident to that which sets this book at once 
in the forefront of the literature of the Malayan Orient. All these things are 
but the setting for his appreciation of the jungle and its vistas slowly revealing 
enticing glimpses of those temple facades crowning green heights, tracery of 
lace in stone, and, after the last tangle of the trees has been threaded, the full 
view of the temples in such grandeur of aspiration as no other spot in the world 
has known. From Pringapoos on the Dieng, in western Java, he takes us from 
temple to temple through Prambanan and Toompang, to mention without 
choice where all attracts, and thus to the sublime emotion of Java in Boro Budur, 
that mountain of glyptic art. Java has given the theme for one great and com- 
pelling book in Wilhelm von Humboldt's "Ueber die Kawisprache." After 
seventy years Scheltema has produced another. William Churchill. 

A Tramp's Sketches. By Stephen Graham, xiii and 339 pp. The Mac- 
millan Co., New York, 1912. $1.60. 8 x 5y 2 . 

This book was written while the author was tramping along the Caucasian 
and Crimean shores of the Black Sea, and later, on a pilgrimage with 7,000 
Russian peasants to Jerusalem, where he lived the life of the pilgrims "in the 
hospitable Greek monasteries and in the great Russian hostelry at the Holy 
City," bathed with them in Jordan, where all were dressed in their death-shrouds, 
and slept with them a whole night in the Sepulcher. The life of the people 
through whose country Mr. Graham passed, the descriptions of the places which 
he visited, and the incidents and adventures encountered on his journey are set 
forth vividly. Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 



